
POL 100: Introduction to Global Politics  
 

 
Dr. Jennifer Greenburg 
Email: j.greenburg@sheffield.ac.uk 
Class meeting times: TBD 
Class meeting location: TBD 
Office hours: Please sign up for office hours here. Mondays, 1-4pm in TBD (or via zoom, if you 
prefer). Additional availability by appointment. To accommodate a wide spectrum of learning and 
communication styles, I will also host live chat and walking office hours throughout the term and 
provide further instruction as to how you can send me voice memos if that supports your learning.  
 
 

 
Image Credit: KrautART 
 
Course Description  
When does politics become global? How do we understand political actors, processes, and 
connections between them across the globe? What is our role in global politics and how can we 
change the world? This course provides a broad survey of topics and approaches to understanding 
politics as a global phenomenon. We will learn foundational theories used in international relations 
to understand the world, and you will also be invited to consider whether and how you think these 
competing theories are adequate to real-world cases ranging from LGBTQI+ global social 
movements to political instability in Haiti to AI and climate change. We will travel from Ukraine to 
Afghanistan to rising sea levels in the Pacific to examine how different theoretical lenses can help 
us to understand the tumultuous politics of our global world.  
 
This course draws on traditional IR theory alongside interdisciplinary perspectives from political 
anthropology and geography. We will consider how states interact with one another through topics 

mailto:j.greenburg@sheffield.ac.uk
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/appointments/schedules/AcZssZ2SVb69TRvNlp5SliEaaZcCeJ0wF39UWMYHFri5Mwaj4a4rct5KmLZ7wzWerKZR2Ajb3oVt_zcd
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such as war and humanitarian intervention. We will also reach into the state to ask how social 
groups and communities are shaped by globalization, and we will reach beyond the state to ask 
about flows of people and capital across boundaries. The first two parts of the course focus on: (1) 
states and conflict and (2) organizations and cooperation, while part three (3) asks how we can 
change the world. In the last third of the course, we get to use what we have learned to analyze 
current events and key contemporary challenges to our world. 
 
This course provides us with a unique opportunity to approach traditional IR through feminist 
pedagogical praxis. Toward that aim, this course is designed around the principle of collective 
knowledge production—a key tenet of feminist politics. My aim is to create a space in which all 
members of the class are actively teaching and learning together, and to which we each bring our 
own intersectional positionality—our particular social location within broader matrices of power—
as a valuable lens to analyze global politics.  
 
 
OVERVIEW OF TOPICS  
 

Part I: States and Conflict  
Week 1 Introduction and What is International Relations? 
Week 2 Global Politics in Theory and Practice  
Week 3 Power and the State: What is the state?; Debate: Realism and its Critics 
Week 4 War, Violence, and the State: When does politics become violence?; Ukraine case study 
Week 5 Humanitarian Intervention and Responsibility to Protect 
Part II: Organizations and Cooperation 
Week 6 Liberalism in Global Politics: Debate: Liberalism and its Critics; Illiberalism      
Week 7 Global Disorder: non-state actors; Haiti case study  
Week 8 Globalization and Global Governance: IGOs 
Week 9 Constructivist and Critical Approaches I: Feminist IR 
Week 10 Constructivist and Critical Approaches II: Decolonizing Global Politics  
Part III: How to Change the World 
Week 11 Global Social Movements: global political activism; transnational LGBTQI+ case study  
Week 12 Global Environmental Politics: struggles over nature; climate change  
Week 13 Global Social Issues: AI; migration  
Week 14 Thanksgiving Break  
Week 15 What’s Next & Course Review  

 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES  

 
1. Developing a comprehensive understanding of key analytical frameworks used to understand 

global politics, from various theoretical perspectives.  
 
2. Creating a regular habit for students to read major news sources and equipping them with the 

ability to analyze and evaluate current events through specific theoretical tools. 
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3. Providing opportunity to explore and analyze the relationship between formal IR scholarship 
and policy making at the national and international levels. 

 
4. Developing students’ critical analysis and research skills.  
 
5. Developing students’ cognitive, communicative and transferable skills, including the ability to 

evaluate key concepts and to present reasoned and effective arguments in written form. 
 

COURSE READINGS  
 
Our core textbook, which all students are asked to purchase (used copies online for ~$20) is Jenny 
Edkins and Maja Zehfuss, eds. Global Politics: A New Introduction, 3rd ed. Routledge. This is 
a unique textbook in that it balances different perspectives, from geography to international relations 
to anthropology, to engage with global politics, and ends with the question of what students can do 
to the change the world. We will balance readings from this textbook with articles and multi-media 
sources about current events.     
 
The expectation is that you have read before coming to class. Class is a time to refine, engage with, 
and expand upon the reading material, and there is no way to do this if you come before having read. 
Reading fully enables you to participate in our collaborative knowledge production and shows respect 
to your peers.  
 
Each topic’s reading on the syllabus is preceded by a few questions concerning those readings. These 
are meant to help you get started in your critical reading of the text; but do consider broader questions 
and how the readings relate to your interests and the world around you, beyond these questions. 
 
Recommended texts are listed to support you in diving deeper into topics you may be interested 
in, or to support research for our main writing assignments. These are not required, but listed below 
weekly required reading (with some more general places to begin below) as optional or supplementary 
resources. They can be can be found on reserve in the library, and via the electronic journals that are 
available on the library website.  
 
Timothy Dunne, Milja Kurki & Steve Smith, ed., International Relations Theories: Discipline and Diversity, 
Fourth Edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016)  
 
Branwen Gruffydd Jones, ed., Decolonizing International Relations, (Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & 
Littlefield, 2006)  
 
Paul D. Williams & Matt McDonald, ed., Security Studies: An Introduction, Third Edition (London: 
Routledge, 2018)  
 
Baylis, Steve Smith, Patricia Owens, ed., The globalization of world politics: an introduction to international 
relations, Seventh Edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016)  
 
Chris Brown & Kirsten Ainley, Understanding International Relations, Fourth Edition, (Basingstoke: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2009)  
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Heather Savigny & Lee Marsden, Doing Political Science and International Relations: Theories in Action, 
(Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan, 2011)  
 
Stephen McGlinchey, ed., International Relations (E-IR: 2016) This is a free to download e book 
available at https://www.e-ir.info/publication/beginners-textbook-international-relations/  
 
http://www.e-ir.info/publications/E-I_R is the world’s leading open access website for students 
and scholars of international politics. A great resource of academic blogs and almost thirty FREE 
and CONCISE e-books on a variety of current international relations issue by established academics.  

 
Reading Politics in Real Time! 
In addition to the assignments, students are expected to keep up-to-date on current global political 
events. Getting into this habit early will help you with your current events pop-up assignment. 
Google news is a good first stop. Major newspapers include The New York Times, the Washington Post, 
The Guardian, Al Jazeera, the Financial Times, or a news magazine such as The Economist. Current events 
will be incorporated into assignments and discussion. 
 
Websites and blogs:  There are a LOT of websites on current international issues! Foreign Policy 
(foreignpolicy.com) and Foreign Affairs (foreignaffairs.com) are two places to start. To see how some 
of the ideas we consider in this class come to life through current event, see how at Foreign Policy, 
Stephen Walt blogs from a realist perspective; at Duck of Minerva, numerous academics blog from 
constructivist and liberal perspectives; at G-Zero Media, Ian Bremmer and his team write on global 
issues. Women’s Foreign Policy Group features feminist voices on global politics.  
 
Check out the YouTube channels for: UChicago Institute of Politics (IOP); Harvard Kennedy 
School's Institute of Politics; London School of Economics; Watson Institute (Brown University); 
Middle East Policy Council; Chatham House; Open Learn from The Open University; Royal Society 
for the Encouragement of Arts; Center for Strategic and International Studies; Quincy Institute; 
Stimpson Center. 
 
The BBC has an impressive array of podcasts which you may find helpful and relevant, such as: From 
Our Own Correspondent; The Long View; In Our Time; A History of Ideas; Analysis; Great Lives 
and the back catalogue of The Reith Lectures (dating back to 1948). 
 
IR Journals: 

Critical Security Studies 
Contemporary Security Policy 
European Journal of International Relations 
Foreign Affairs 
Foreign Policy Analysis 
Global Governance 
International Affairs 
International Organization 
International Relations 
International Studies Quarterly 
International Studies Review 
 

International Theory 
Journal of Peace Research 
Journal of Conflict Resolution 
Journal of International Relations and 
Development 
Journal of Peace Research 
Millennium: Journal of International Studies 
Review of International Political Economy 
Review of International Studies 
Security Dialogue 
World Politics 

http://www.e-ir.info/publications/E-I_R
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ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
You will earn your grade for this course based on the following. All assignments are due before 
midnight on their due date (so, an assignment due on Oct. 12 must be submitted by 11:59pm EST 
on Oct. 12).  
 

Assignment Points 
worth 

Date due 

Attendance and Engagement 15 points Ongoing 

Reading Responses 
Four times during the term (you choose 
which week), you will write a 1-page 
(approx. 250-300 word) response to the 
week’s readings. Probing questions will be 
supplied in each week’s Canvas Discussion 
Forum (each response = 5 pts) 

20 points Ongoing  

Midterm Exam 
Take-home short essay exam format. You 
will be given 3 questions out of which you 
choose to answer 2 (each question = 10pts) 

20 points October 17 

Current Events Pop-Up Assignment 
Once throughout the term, you will write a 
1000-1200 word reflection about a current 
event you have read about in the news, 
considering how your perspective changes 
when you read this case through one of the 
theoretical lenses from the course. Detailed 
instruction to follow.  

15 points November 2 

Final Essay 
Over the course of the semester, you will 
select a topic to focus on for your final 
essay. This assignment asks you to use 
multiple theoretical tools from this course 
to analyze a real-world global political issue, 
based on course materials and some 
independent research. Detailed instruction 
to follow. 

30 points 
total 

 

Topic proposal with two scholarly 
sources (300 words) 

5 points September 19 

Annotated bibliography of five sources 5 points October 3 

Peer Review (guided, more information 
to come)  

2 points December 2 

Final paper, 9-10 pgs (2000-2500 words) 18 points December 9 
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CLASS POLICIES 
 

Late Work: I expect you to make every effort to submit your work on time, according to the 
established deadlines. At the same time, I recognize that you are juggling multiple time 
commitments and care commitments, and that different learners work at different speeds, 
depending on the activity. To this end, I will use the ‘time bank’ policy: 1 Each student has a two-
day grace period for one assignment or two one-day extensions for two different assignments. It is 
up to you how, and when, you use the time in your time bank. However, you must let me know by 
email that you are using it prior to the deadline.  If late work submissions become an issue, you and 
I will meet during office hours to discuss the causes and possible solutions. 
  
Class Participation and Attendance: Active participation is expected in this course. There are, 
however, many ways to be active or present and to participate. Your participation will come from 
your preparedness (having read and made notes on readings), regular contributions to class 
discussion (verbal and/or written), active participation in group work, and thoughtful, generous 
engagement with your classmates. You are permitted one ‘free’ absence with no questions 
asked (but please let me know that you will be missing class). After that, you will need to discuss 
your absences with me, and, if necessary, provide documentation. If you are feeling unwell and/or 
have tested positive for COVID, please do not come to class. I will work with you to find other 
ways to involve you in the class and keep you up to date on course material. Such absences will not 
be deducted from your ‘freebie.’ Finally, if chronic illness/pain, disability, personal/family issues, or 
other factors may affect your attendance in class, please talk to me early in the semester—or as 
soon as these issues become apparent—so that we can come up with a solution that enables you to 
thrive in this class. 
 
Inclusive Learning and Accommodations: It is my responsibility to ensure that all students can 
equitably access the material in this class. We all learn differently and I will provide multiple ways 
you can communicate your access needs. If there are aspects of this course that prevent you from 
learning or exclude you, please let me know as soon as possible. Together we’ll develop strategies 
to meet both your needs and the requirements of the course. If you feel you may need an 
accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me privately to discuss your 
specific needs. You are under no obligation to tell me what your disability is, but you may be 
required to submit paperwork granting you accommodations to support your learning, so, please 
contact Academic Resources and Services if you have not already. They are responsible for 
determining reasonable and appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities on a case-
by-case basis, and more generally, for ensuring that members of the community with disabilities 
have access to the College’s programs and services. These services are available free of charge to all 
students.  
 
Technology Policy: Technology can play an important role in facilitating collective and individual 
learning. Additionally, many of us rely upon technology to enable, or enhance, our experience in, 
and of, the world. At the same time, individual use of communication technologies can sometimes 
detract from the collective community space we are building together. We will determine our 
classroom technology policy together during the first week of class. If certain forms or uses of 
technology (ex: texting, internet surfing, use of social media) become intrusive to our shared 
community, we will revisit the policy as needed. 

 
1 Adapted from Accessible Syllabus (policies), https://www.accessiblesyllabus.com/policy/ 
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Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy:  
The use of AI tools (e.g. ChatGPT, Dall-e, etc.) is permitted in this course for the following 
activities: 

● Brainstorming and refining your ideas 
● Fine-tuning your research questions 
● Finding information on your topic* 
● Checking grammar and style, finding synonyms  

*AI tools are not a substitute for research tools (e.g. library databases) for defining, researching, and 
refining your research topic(s) or for developing a structure for your research papers. You will be 
introduced to these research tools during our library research tutorial.  
 
The use of AI tools is not permitted in this course for the following activities: 

● Impersonating you in classroom contexts, such as by using the tool to compose discussion 
board prompts assigned to you or to generate discussion questions 
● Completing group work that your group has assigned to you 
● Writing the draft of any writing assignment  
● Writing entire sentences, paragraphs, or complete class assignments 

 
You are responsible for the information you submitted based on an AI query (for instance, that it 
does not violate intellectual property laws or contain misinformation or unethical content). Your 
use of AI tools must be properly documented and cited in order to stay within college policies on 
academic honesty. For examples, see these resources for APA guidance. Any assignment that is 
found to have used generative AI tools in unauthorized ways will receive a zero for the assignment 
and may be referred to the Student Conduct Board. When in doubt about permitted usage, please 
reach out to me and ask for clarification. 
 
Finally, while AI tools are increasingly good at some tasks, they are not as capable at others, 
especially those involving creativity, higher-level analysis, and drawing complex connections 
between topics and themes, all skills foundational to successful performance in this course. As 
such, you will likely find that an AI-generated assignment—even if undetected by me—produces 
work at the C-level or below. 
  
Integrity and Academic Dishonesty Statement  
Plagiarism will not be tolerated. The consequences of committing an act of plagiarism are serious 
and can jeopardize your future. If you are unsure of what constitutes plagiarism, and the 
consequences of violating codes and principles of academic integrity, please consult the Academic 
and Student Conduct Codes. Your essay will be checked for plagiarism upon electronic submission.  
 
Respect  
Everyone has the right to be addressed by the name and personal pronouns that correspond to 
their gender identity, including non-binary pronouns, for example: they/them/theirs, ze/zir/zirs, 
etc. I will provide opportunities in class for you to introduce yourself using your preferred name 
and pronoun if you wish. Students can update their pronouns in their Google profile user settings. 
If you have not yet updated your pronouns, you can do so at the beginning of the term so that I 
can make sure to refer to you using the correct pronouns. If your pronoun set is not available, 
please let me know. I recognize that preferred names and pronouns may change, if at any point 
during the quarter you would like to be addressed differently, please let me know. 
 

https://guelphhumber.libguides.com/c.php?g=716556&p=5279441
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As part of our commitment to inclusion in this course, it is important that all students in this class 
respect the preferred names and pronouns of their peers. Mistakes in addressing one another may 
happen. If you make a mistake or are corrected, please briefly apologize, correct yourself, and move 
on. To learn more about personal pronouns and why they are important please 
visit mypronouns.org. 
 
Our seminar will be an inclusive learning environment in which diversity and differences are 
understood, respected, and appreciated. I believe that all students benefit from training and 
experiences that will help them to learn, lead, and serve in an increasingly diverse society. All 
members of our campus community must accept the responsibility to demonstrate civility and 
respect for the dignity of others. Expressions or actions that disparage a person’s or group’s race, 
ethnicity, nationality, culture, gender, gender identity / expression, religion, sexual orientation, age, 
veteran status, or disability are contrary to the mission of the college. I expect that students, faculty, 
and staff will promote an atmosphere of respect for all members of our community. We will keep 
one another accountable for these ideals by developing discussion guidelines in our first meeting.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

http://mypronouns.org/
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Weekly Plan 
 

Part I: States and Conflict  
 
Week 1: Course Introduction 

• What world do we live in today?  
• How can we study contemporary IR?  
• How has the field of IR changed over time? 

 
8/25: Course overview and introduction  

 
8/27: What is International Relations?  
  
Core reading:  
Edkins and Zehfuss, eds. Chapter 2, “How do we begin to think about the world?” pp.20-38 
 
Recommended Reading: 
Reus-Smit, Christian, and Duncan Snidal, “Between Utopia and Reality: The Practical Discourses 
of International Relations,” in Christian Reus-Smit and Duncan Snidal (eds.) The Oxford Handbook of 
International Relations. Available at Oxford Handbooks Online, 2009. 
 
Wohlforth, William C., "Reality Check: Revising Theories of International Politics in Response to 
the End of the Cold War," World Politics 50:4 (1998), pp. 650-680. 
 
Weber, Cyntha, “Introduction: culture, ideology and the myth function in IR theory” in International 
Relations Theory: A Critical Introduction, Second Edition pp.1-11 (London: Routledge, 2005). 

 
 
Week 2:  Global Politics in Theory and Practice  

• What are the main theoretical approaches to the study of IR and how do they each represent 
the subject? Which do you find most persuasive and why?  

• Does theory simply describe the independent external reality of IR, or, does how we choose to 
picture the world determine what we see?  

• What is the value of using theory to understand global politics? 
 
9/1: No class for labor day 
 
9/3: Why theorize global politics? 
 
Core Reading:  
Jorgensen, Knud Erik “Chapter 1 - Why theorize international relations?” pp.6-32 in International 
Relations Theory: A New Introduction (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010).  
 
Recommended Readings:  
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Wallace, William, “Truth and Power, Monks and Technocrats: Theory and Practice in International 
Relations,” Review of International Studies, 22 (July 1996), pp. 301-321.  
 
Walt, Stephen. “International Relations: One World, Many Theories,” Foreign Policy, (1998) vol. 110: 
pg.29-46.  
 
Savigny, Heather & Lee Marsden “Introduction” pp.1-20 in Doing Political Science and International  
Relations: Theories in Action, (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan, 2011).  

 
 
Week 3: Power and the State  

• What is the state and what does focusing on the state and conflict mean for the study of IR?  
• What is power? 
• What do these authors (9/10) mean by “anarchy”? Do you think we live in an anarchic international 

system? 
 

9/8: What is the state? 
 
Core reading: 
Mitchell, Timothy. “Society, Economy, and the State Effect.” In Anthropology of the State, eds. 
Sharma and Gupta, 1999: 169-186 
 
Recommended Readings:  
Trouillot, Michel-Rolph.  “The State and Globalization.”  In  Global Transformations: Anthropology
 and the Modern World, 2003: 79-96 
 
Stoler, Ann Laura. 2007. “Affective States.” In A Companion to the Anthropology of Politics, ed. 
David Nugent and Joan Vincent, John Wiley & Sons. 
 
9/10:  Debate: Realism and its Critics  

 
Core Reading:  
Edkins and Zehfuss, eds. Chapter 24, “What makes the world dangerous?” pp.519-538. 
 
Legro, Jeffrey W., and Andrew Moravcsk, “Is Anybody Still a Realist?” International Security, 24:1 
(Fall 1999), pp. 5-56. (First 10 pages is mandatory, remaining 30 can be skimmed and considered 
supplementary but we will discuss this material in class) 
 
Recommended Readings:  
Wohlforth, William. “Realism,” in Christian Reus-Smit and Duncan Snidal (eds.) The Oxford 
Handbook of International Relations. Available at Oxford Handbooks Online, 2009.   

 
Wendt, Alexander, “Anarchy is What States Make of It,” International Organization, 46 (1992), pp. 
391-426. 
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Week 4: War , Violence, and the State    **Reminder: Topic Proposals Due Friday** 

• How is war different than other forms of violence? 
• Why do states go to war? What causes war? 
• What are the differences between “new” and “old” wars? Do you find this distinction useful? 
 
9/15: When does politics become violence?  
 
Core Reading:  
Edkins and Zehfuss, eds. Chapter 22 and 23: “Why does politics turn to violence?” and “What 
counts as violence” pp. 472-518 
 
Recommended Readings: 
Edkins and Zehfuss, eds. “Can we move beyond conflict?” 564-589 
 
Kaldor, Mary, “Preface to the Third Edition and Introduction,” in New and Old Wars (Cambridge: 
Polity Press, 2012). 
 
Gray, Colin S. “How Has War Changed Since the End of the Cold War?” Parameters (Spring 2005): 
14-26. 
 
9/17: Case study: Russia’s War in Ukraine  
 
Core Reading: 
John Mearsheimer, “Why the Ukraine Crisis is the West’s Fault,” Foreign Affairs (2014) 
 
Nancy Ries, Catherine Wanner, and Elizabeth Dunn, “Russia’s War on Ukraine,” Society for Cultural 
Anthropology Field Sites, March 11, 2022. Available online: 
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/series/russias-war-on-ukraine 
 
Recommended Reading: 
Great Uehling, 2023. Everyday War: The Conflict Over Donbas, Ukraine (Ithaca: Cornell University 
Press) 
 
Jeffrey Mankoff, “Russia’s War in Ukraine:  History, Identity, Conflict,” CSIS Report (2022), 
available online: https://www.csis.org/analysis/russias-war-ukraine-identity-history-and-conflict 
 
Robert Person and Michael McFaul, “What Russia Fears Most,” Journal of Democracy (February 22, 
2022).  
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Week 5: Humanitarian Intervention (9/22 and 9/24) 
• What are the main arguments in favor of non-intervention? Do you find them compelling? 
• How can we assess the success of an intervention: legitimacy, intentions or outcomes? 
• Do you consider Responsibility to Protect to be an international success or an international 

failure? 
 

Core Reading:  
(9/22) Edkins and Zehfuss, eds. Chapter 25 “How can we stop people harming others?” pp.539-
563. 
 
(9/22) Hehir, Aida, “Chapter 1: What is Humanitarian Intervention? pp.15-26 in Humanitarian 
Intervention: An Introduction, Second Edition (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013). 
 
(9/24) Ramesh Thakur, “The Responsibility to Protect at 15,” International Affairs 92 (2), 2016, pp. 
415–434 
 
(9/24) Linda Malone, “The Responsibility to Protect Haiti,” American Society of International Law 
14(7), 2010. 
 
Recommended Readings: 
Wheeler, Nicholas. “Chapter 1: Humanitarian Intervention and International Society” in Saving 
Strangers: Humanitarian Intervention in International Society, New Edition (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2002).  
 
Ayoob, Mohamed, “Third World Perspectives on Humanitarian Intervention and International 
Administration,” Global Governance, Vol. 10, No. 1, The Politics of International Administration 
(Jan.–Mar. 2004), pp. 99-118.  
 
Ramesh Thakur and Thomas G. Weiss, “R2P: From Idea to Norm—and Action? In Global 
Responsibility to Protect 1 (2009) 22–53.  
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Part II: Organizations and Cooperation 
 

 
Week 6: Liberalism in Global Politics     **Reminder: Annotated Bibliographies Due Fri** 

• Who has the right to have rights? Who is the rights-bearing subject? 
• How do we live in an interdependent world? How does this affect the way you think about 

individuals? 
• What does focusing on international organizations and cooperation mean for the study of 

IR/global politics? 
 
 

9/29: Debate: Liberalism and Its Critics  
 

Core Readings  
Edkins and Zehfuss, eds. Chapter 19, “Why are some people better off than others?” pp. 405-428. 

 
Doyle, Michael, "Liberalism in World Politics" American Political Science Review 80:4 (December 1986), 
pp.1151-1169. 

 
Recommended readings: 
Moravcsik, Andrew, “Taking Preferences Seriously: A Liberal Theory of International Politics,” 
International Organization 51:4 (Autumn 1997), pp.513-553. 

 
10/1: Illiberalism  

 
Core Reading: 
Dace Dzenovska and Larisa Kurtovic, “Introduction: Lessons for Liberalism from the ‘Illiberal 
East’” and Alexei Yurchak, “Trump, Russia, and Mostraitions” from Society for Cultural Anthropology 
Hot Spots Series, available online: https://culanth.org/fieldsights/series/lessons-for-liberalism-from-
the-illiberal-east 

 
Recommended readings:  
William Mazzarella, “The Anthropology of Populism: Beyond the Liberal Settlement,” Annual Review 
of Anthropoliogy 48 (2019) : pp. 45-60. 

 
Remaining entries in SCA hotspots series, available online: available online: 
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/series/lessons-for-liberalism-from-the-illiberal-east 

 
 
Week 7: Global Disorder     

• What are non-state actors? 
• How do non-state actors attract support? 
• How are today’s non-state actors different than traditional units of analysis in IR? 

 
10/6: Non-State Actors 

https://culanth.org/fieldsights/series/lessons-for-liberalism-from-the-illiberal-east
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/series/lessons-for-liberalism-from-the-illiberal-east
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/series/lessons-for-liberalism-from-the-illiberal-east
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Core Reading:  

 
Edkins and Zehfuss, eds. Chapter 6, “How do religious beliefs affect politics?” pp.108-131. 

 
Recommended Readings:  
Stampnitsky, Lisa. 2013. Disciplining Terror: How Experts Invented “Terrorism”, Introduction. 
 
Janeczko, Matthew. 2014. “Social and religious motivations behind terrorism in Chechnya,” Small 
Wars & Insurgencies, 25:2, 428-56. 

 
Wendt, Alexander, “The Agent-Structure Problem in IR Theory,” International Organization, 41 
(Summer 1987), pp. 335-370. 

 
10/8: Case study: non-state armed groups in Haiti 
 
Core reading 
Chelsey Kivland, “The Semantics of the Gang in Haiti Today,” Society for Cultural Anthropology Hot 
Spots Editor’s Forum, Haiti Beyond Crisis, May 3, 2022, available online, 
https://culanth.org/fieldsights/series/haiti-beyond-crisis 
 
João Fernando Finazzi, “The Political Functions of Non-State Armed Groups and the Limits of 
Foreign Intervention in Haiti,” Urban Violence Research Network, September 29, 2023. Available online: 
https://urbanviolence.org/foreign-intervention-in-haiti/ 

 
Supplementary Reading  
Chelsey Kivland. 2020. Street Sovereigns: Young Men and the Makeshift State in Urban Haiti.  
 
Jennifer Greenburg, “The ‘strong arm’ and the ‘friendly hand’: Military humanitarianism in post-
earthquake Haiti, Journal of Haitian Studies 19(1), 2013: 60-87. 

 
Michel-Rolph Trouillot. “An Unthinkable History: The Haitian Revolution as a Non-Event.”  In 
Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History, 1995, pp.70-107 
 
Michel-Rolph Trouillot. 2000. Haiti: State Against Nation: Origins and Legacy of Duvalierism. 

 
 
Week 8: Globalization and Global Governance    **Reminder: Midterm Exam Due Friday** 

• What are IGOs? What types of IGOs are there; what do they have in common and how do 
they differ? 

• Are IGOs independent or merely the instruments of powerful states? Why do states join and 
create IGOs? 

• Is global governance in crisis? Why or why not? 
 

 
10/13: No class indigenous people’s day  

https://culanth.org/fieldsights/series/haiti-beyond-crisis
https://urbanviolence.org/foreign-intervention-in-haiti/
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10/15:  Inter-governmental Organizations (IGOs) 

 
Core Reading:  
Edkins and Zehfuss, eds. Chapter 4 “Can we save the planet?” pp. 61-84. 

 
Barnett, Michael and Martha Finnemore, “Chapter 1: Bureaucratizing World Politics,” pp.1-15 in 
Rules for the World: International Organizations in Global Politics (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2004). 

 
Recommended Readings:  
Claude Jr., Innis, “Preface to Fourth Edition and Chapter 1: Introduction,” in Swords to Ploughshares: 
The problems and progress of international organization, Fourth Edition (New York: Random House, 1984): 
pp.1-17. 

 
Brown, Chris & Kirsten Ainley, “Chapter 7: Global Governance,” in Understanding International 
Relations, Fourth Edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009): pp.127-152. 

 
 
Weeks 9 and 10: Constructivist and Critical Approaches to IR 

• How might we rethink or critique “mainstream” IR theory?  
• What is feminist IR? How is it different from traditional approaches? 
• What does it meant to say international relations is patriarchal or colonial? 
• Do you agree with the claim that traditional IR fails to consider the importance of race in global 

politics?  
 
 

10/20: Re-approaching IR 
 

Core Reading:  
Edkins and Zehfuss, eds. Chapter 5, “Who do we think we are?” pp. 85-107.  

 
Recommended Readings: 
Bhambra, et al. “Why is mainstream international relations blind to racism?” Foreign Policy, July 3, 
2020.  
 
Cox, Robert W, “Social Forces: States and World Orders: Beyond International Relations Theory,” 
Millennium: Journal of International Studies, 10:2 (June 1, 1981). 

 
10/22: Feminist IR  

 
Core reading:  
Tickner, J. Anne, “You Just Don’t Understand: Troubled Engagements Between Feminists and 
International Relations Theorists,” International Studies Quarterly, 41 (1997). 

 
Recommended Reading:  
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Youngs, G., 2004. “Feminist International Relations: a contradiction in terms? Or: why women and 
gender are essential to understanding the world ‘we’ live in”. International affairs, 80 (1), pp.75-87. 

 
Tickner, “Hans Morgenthau’s Principles of Political Realism: A Feminist Reformulation,” Millenium: 
Journal of International Studies 17(3): 429-442. 

 
Sara Smith, “Introducing Feminism in International Relations Theory,” International Relations Theory 
(2018), avail online https://www.e-ir.info/2018/01/04/feminism-in-international-relations-
theory/#google_vignette 

 
**Reminder: Current Events Pop-Up Due Friday** 

 
10/27: Case study: Gender analysis of the post-9/11 wars  
 
Core reading 
Jennifer Greenburg, At War with Women: Military Humanitarianism and Imperial Feminism in an Era of 
Permanent War, 2023: Chapter 4. 
 
Supplementary Readings:  
Cynthia Enloe, Bananas, Beaches and Bases: Making Feminist Sense of International Politics, 1990. 
 
Robin Riley, Chandra Talpade Mohanty, and Minnie Bruce Pratt, eds., Feminism and War: Confronting 
US Imperialism, 2008. 
 
Katharine Wright, “A Feminist Perspective on the Russian-Ukraine War: Implications for NATO,” 
LSE Blogs, March 8, 2022, avail online: https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/wps/2022/03/08/a-feminist-
perspective-on-the-russian-ukraine-war-implications-for-nato/ 

 
10/29: Decolonizing Global Politics     

 
Core reading 
Eve Tuck and K. Wayne Yang ‘Decolonization is not a Metaphor’ Decolonization: Indigeneity, Education & 
Society 1(1), 2012, pp. 1-40. 

 
Supplementary Readings:  
Blaney, D., & Tickner, A. (2017). Worlding, Ontological Politics and the Possibility of a Decolonial IR. 
Millennium - Journal of International Studies, 45(3), 293–311 

 
Sankaran Krishna, “Postcolonialism and its Relevance for International Relations,” in Race, Gender, and 
Culture in International Relations, 2018: pp.19-32 
 
Kelebogile Zvobgo and Meredith Loken, “Why Race Matters in International Relations, Foreign Policy, 
June 19, 2020. 

  

https://www.e-ir.info/2018/01/04/feminism-in-international-relations-theory/#google_vignette
https://www.e-ir.info/2018/01/04/feminism-in-international-relations-theory/#google_vignette
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/wps/2022/03/08/a-feminist-perspective-on-the-russian-ukraine-war-implications-for-nato/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/wps/2022/03/08/a-feminist-perspective-on-the-russian-ukraine-war-implications-for-nato/
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Part III: How to Change the World 
 

Week 11: Global Social Movements  
• What is a global social movement? 
• Why do ordinary people participate in acts of resistance?  
• Are certain forms of activism more legitimate than others? 
 
 
11/3: Global Political Activism  
 
Core Reading:  
Edkins and Zehfuss, eds. Chapter 7, “Why do we obey?” pp.132-153. 

 
Recommended Readings:  
Maria J. Stephan and Erica Chenoweth, “Why Civil Resistance Works: The Strategic Logic of 
Nonviolent Conflict,” International Security 33 (1), 2008: pp. 7–44.  
 
Keck, Margaret and Kathryn Sikkink, “Transnational Advocacy Networks in International Politics:  
Introduction,” in Activists Beyond Borders. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1998, pp. 1-38.  
 
R. Charli Carpenter, “Setting the Advocacy Agenda: Theorizing Issue Emergence and 
Nonemergence in Transnational Advocacy Networks,” International Studies Quarterly 51 (2007): 99-
120 
 
11/5: Case study: Transnational LGBTQI+ Political Movements 
 
Core reading: 
Joseph Massad “Re-Orienting Desire: The Gay International and the Arab World,” Public Culture 
14(2), 2002: 361-385. 
 
Supplementary Readings: 
Ryan Thoreson, “An International LGBT Movement,” in Oxford Research Encyclopedia: Politics 
 
Hildebrandt, T. “Development and Division: the effect of transnational linkages and local politics 
on LGBT activism in China,” Journal of Contemporary China 21(77), 2012: 845–862.  
 
Outright International (LGBTQ rights): https://www.outrightinternational.org/ 

 
 
Week 12: Global Environmental Politics  

• What makes local struggles over natural resources global in their political nature? 
• What is political ecology? 
• How can IR theory help us to understand struggles over nature and the environment? 
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11/10: Global Local Violence and Natural Resources  
 
Core Reading: 
Le Billon, Philippe, “The Political Ecology of War: Natural Resources and Armed Conflicts.” 
Political Geography 20(5), 2001: 561-584. 
 
Recommended Reading: 
Nixon, Rob, Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the Poor. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 
2011. Chapter 1. 
 
Demuth, Bathsheba. 2019. “The Walrus and the Bureaucrat: Energy, Ecology, and Making the 
State in the Russian and American Arctic, 1870–1950,” American Historical Review 124 (2). 
 
Bonilla, Yarimar and Marisol LeBrón. 2019. Aftershocks of Disaster: Puerto Rico before and after the Storm. 
New York: Haymarket Books. 
 
11/12: Climate change  
 
Core Reading: 
Kathryn Sikkink, “How IR Theory on Norm Cascades Can Inform the Politics of Climate 
Change,” Political Science and Politics, September 7, 2023.  
 
Film: The Island President 2011. Viewing arranged for class, or can watch at home.  
 
Supplementary Reading: 
Anthony Burke, Stefanie Fishel, and Daniel Levine, “Planet Politics: A Manifesto from the End of 
IR,” Millenium: Journal of International Studies 44(3), 2016. 
 
Robert Keohane and David Victor, “Cooperation and Discord in Global Climate Policy,” Nature: 
Climate Change 6, 2016: 570-575. 
 
Mark Nevitt, “Assessing COP 28: The New Climate Deal in Dubai,” Just Security, December 18, 
2023. 
 
 

Week 13: Global Social Issues  
 
11/17: AI, Technology, and a Techno-polar world? 
• What do you think the short-term and long-term effects of the information technology revolution 

will be on international politics?  
• What are the different domestic and international impacts? 
• Does AI make us more or less safe? 
 

Core Reading: 
Steven Feldstein, “The Consequences of Generative AI for Democracy, Governance and War,” 
Survival  65(5), 2023: pp.117-142. 
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Watch: “In the Age of AI,” (Frontline 2019): 1st section on China (up to 21:41) and 5th section on 
surveillance (begins at 1:32:26).  About 45 min. Avail online, https://www.pbs.org/video/in-the-
age-of-ai-zwfwzb/ 
 
Supplementary Reading: 
Ian Bremmer and Mustafa Suleyman, “The AI Power Paradox: Can States Learn to Govern AI—
Before It’s Too Late? Foreign Affairs, August 6, 2023.  

 
11/19: Borders, Movement, Migration  
• Does migration trouble traditional notions of borders and sovereignty? 
• How does migration affect domestic politics? 
• What are some compelling transnational forms of activism related to this issue? 

 
Core Reading: 
Silvia Pasquetti and Romola Sanyal, “Introduction: Global Conversations on Refuge,” in Displacement: 
Global Conversations on Refuge, 2021: pp.1-26. 

 
Jason De León, 2016. Undocumented Migration Project. December 5: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILRaLNjhc0w [2 minute video] 

 
Supplementary Readings: 
Hannah Arendt, 1951. “The Decline of the Nation-State and the End of the Rights of Man, 1951.” 
In The Anthropology of Citizenship: A Reader, pp. 38-39.  
 
Daniel Goldstein, 2014. “Laying the Body on the Line: Activist Anthropology and the Deportation 
of the Undocumented.” American Anthropologist 116(4): 585-601. 
 
Jenna Loyd, Matt Mitchelson and Andrew Burridge, eds. Beyond Walls and Cages: Prisons, Borders, Global 
Crisis, 2012. 

 
Jason De León, Eduardo (“Lalo”) García, and the Undocumented Migration Project, 2016. ‘Photo 
Essay/Field Notes: A View From the Train Tracks.” SAPIENS, February 16. 
http://www.sapiens.org/culture/prevention-through-deterrence/ 

 
 

Week 14: Thanksgiving break 
 
 

Week 15: What Next? & Course Review  
 
12/1 : What Next?  
• Miles Law states that “where you stand depends on where you sit.” How does this apply to the 

future study of global politics? 
• Do you agree with Zehfuss (2014: 616) that there “is no right way forward”? 

https://www.pbs.org/video/in-the-age-of-ai-zwfwzb/
https://www.pbs.org/video/in-the-age-of-ai-zwfwzb/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILRaLNjhc0w
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• What was your favorite material this term and how can you extend your learning in this area? 
 
 
Core Reading:  
Edkins and Zehfuss, eds. Chapter 28, “Conclusion: What can we do to change the world?” pp.610-
628. 
 
Marysia Zalewski, “Chapter 18: All these theories yet the bodies keep piling up”: theories, theorists, 
theorizing,” pp.340-353 in Steve Smith et al. (eds) International Theory: Positivism and Beyond  
 
Recommended Readings:  
Booth, Ken “Chapter 15 –Dare not to know: International Relations Theory versus the future” pp.328-  
350 in Ken Booth & Steve Smith (eds.) International Relations Theory Today  
 
Branwen Gruffydd Jones, “Conclusion: Imperatives, Possibilities and Limitations” pp.219-241 in 
Branwen Gruffydd Jones ed., Decolonizing International Relations, 2006 
 
Gray, Colin. “Clausewitz Rules, OK? The Future Is the Past: With GPS,” Review of International 
Studies (25) The Interregnum: Controversies in World Politics 1989-1999 (Dec., 1999), pp. 161-
182.  
 
12/3: Final Review  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


